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RESUMEN

During the course of our work on the genus Senegalia Raf. of Brazil, we encountered a collection [M. Blanchet

2772 (F, GH, K)] that Bentham (1842) cited first as Acacia velutina DC. and subsequently (1875, 1876) as Acacia

monacantha Willd. This material had mostly have been accepted under the latter name, but as more collections

have become available, it is clear that they represent a previously undescribed species distinct from both Sen-

egalia monacantha (Willd.) Seigler& Ebinger (syn. Acacia monacantha) and Senegalia velutina (DC.) Seigler&
Ebinger (syn. Acacia velutina).

Senegalia paganuccii Seigler, Ebinger,& Ribeiro, sp. nov. (Fig. 1). Type: BRAZIL. Bahia: Municlpio Rio de Contas, 10km

do Rio de Comas na estrada para Marcolino Moura, Caatinga (13°36S, 41°43W, elev. 500-600 m), 15 Nov 1988, gemmae (buds,

gem.)& flowers (fl.), R.M. Harley, D.J.N. Hind& T.B. Cavalcanti 26439 (holotype: HUEFS; isotypes: CEPEC, CTES, F, K, NY, SP, SPF).

Shrub or small tree to 6m tall, ramified from the base; bark grayish; twigs reddish brown to dark purple, not

flexuous, terete, usuallypuberulent; short shoots absent; prickles brown to purple-brown, apex usually darker,

flattened, recurved, woody, 1-3 mm long, 1-3 mm at the base, glabrous, scattered along the twig, petiole and

rachis, commonly paired at some nodes; perulate buds commonly presently at leaf axil, ovate or elliptic in

profile, 5-7 x 2-4 mm. Leaves alternate, commonly paired at some nodes, 30-100 mm long; stipules light to

dark brown, lanceolate, symmetrical, flattened, straight, herbaceous, 4-10 x 1.5-5.5 mm, pubescent and cili-

ate, early deciduous; petiole slightly grooved adaxially, 6-19mm long, pubescent; petiolar gland solitary, usu-

ally locatedjustbelow the lowest pinna pair, sessile, attached near the middle, the margins ofthe petiolar gland

turning upward, oval to orbicular, 0.6-1.5mm across, cup-shaped, glabrous; rachis adaxially grooved, 25-80

mm long, pubescent, an oval gland 0.4-0.9 mm across between the upper and sometimes other pinna pairs,

rachis glands 0.4-0.8 mm across, oval, cup-shaped, glabrous; pinnae 4 to 11 pairs per leaf, 25-45 mm long,

4-10 mm apart; paraphyllidia 0.3-0.7 mm long, mostly absent; petiolule 0.8-1.5 mm long; leaflets 25 to 40

pairs per pinna, opposite, 0.7-1.1 mm apart, linear, 4-6 x 0.9-1.4 mm, glabrous, lateral veins not obvious, 1
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Fk. 1 . Senegaliapaganuccii Seigler, Ebinger, & Ribeiro. k. Flowering branch. B

F. Flower at anthesis. G. Gynoecium showing detail of ovary. H. Prickles. I. Vegetative bud detail. J. Fruit. K. Detail of innt

H-l from RM. Harley etal. 26439 (HUEFS); J-L from >1.4. Conceipoetal. 1925 (HUEFS).

vein from the base, base oblique and truncate on one side, margins ciliate, apex obtuse, midvein submarginal

Inflorescence a densely 40-75-flowered cylindrical spike, 9-15 x 20-45 mm, 1 to 3 in the leafaxils;
peduncles

6-22 long, 0.4-0.6 mm thick, pubescent; receptacle not enlarged; involucre absent; floral bracts spatulate.
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AACCM-MCGCGCGTCCMCTGGACG. .

. . .
. GCGCCCGAGGCCT-

SCCMCM? ? ? TGCACCGCACGGAA

Fk. 2. ITS sequence data for Senegaliapaganuccii.

Paraphyllidia

" 1X0

1

'
Jlna estraaa Serrana e Mocambmho, 5 Sep 1974, M. Magalhaes & M.B. Ferreira 5021 (IPA). HAUL Sao Raimundo INonare-

entre Sao Raimundo Nonato e Anisio de Abreu, caatinga, 17 Nov 1981 (fl.), M.R. DeVArco& E. Nunes 2214 (IPA, TEFB).

Bentham (1842) in his discussion accompanying the description of Acacia velutina DC., first mentionedA
monacantha Willd. and concluded that if itwere a true Acacieae, it would belong to this tribe. Under A. velutina,

Bentham (1842) cited Blanchet 2772 from Bahia and Pohl s.n. from Brazil, as possibly belonging to this species.

However, our studies show that the type of Acacia velutina DC. (BRAZIL. RIO DE JANEIRO: [holotype: G,

(photos F, MO, SI); isotype: G]), is distinct both from Blanchet 2772 (“habitat ad Utinga in deserto fluminis S.

Francisco provinciae Bahiensis”) and the Pohl collection (“inter Praia et Bom Jardim Provinciae Minas

Gerais”). Later, Bentham (1876) considered Blanchet 2772 (and another collection, apparently from the same

location (Blanchet 3772), the Pohl collection and a Lindberg coUection (“ad Santos in provinceae Sao Paulo”) to

represent Acacia monacantha Willd. Additionally, he consideredAcacia velutina Benth. (1842) to be a synonym
of A. monacantha Willd. Today these species are regarded as distinct, namely, Senegalia monacantha (syn. Aca-



tina), and the Blanchet and Pohl collections ida monacantha) and Sengalia velutina (syn. Acatia velut

to our new species, 5. paganuctii.

The descriptions of Bentham (1875, 1876) and Lewis (1987) for Acada monacantha and the description

and illustrations (p. 201, HI, H2, and H3) of Senegalia monacantha of de Queiroz (2009) all appear to be based

on Blanchet 2772 and similar collections and not on the original type material ofAcacia monacantha Willd. We
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appears to be most closely related to S, tenuifolia (L.) Britton& Rose. The characters used to distinguish Senega-


